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Committee Contacts 
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Sittingbourne, ME9 0QL 
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E-mail: jaquiC@pfa.org.uk 
 
Treasurer: 
 
John  Dean   01892  822776 
john_dean@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Membership Secretary: 
 
Graham Hammond 01622 891466 
g@twelveacrefarm.freeserve.co.uk 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
 
Mike Negus   01634  364396 
57 Ploughmans Way 
Rainham, Kent, ME8 8LH 
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Committee Members: 
Mark Balding 01959 523825 
Brian Hope 01795 662508 
Mike Tooze 01634 865516 
Derek Browning 01622 736626 
Bob Chequer 01634 668276 
Stephen Solley 01304 374337 
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Dates for your Diary 
 
November 24  Dick Richardson 
December 17  Christmas Dinner 
January 26     AGM with Extras 
February 23    Builders Evening 
March 30         Exotic Trips 

think and however good the aeroplane 
is it is still a bit like painting the Forth 
Bridge; it never stops! Iq my case in 
the attempt to bring the Luscombe up 
to scratch it has cost me almost every 
penny I had in the bank, new tyres, 
cables, partial engine overhaul, the list 
goes on and on, but of course it doesn't 
stop there. 
 
 Then you have to fly it, so you have to 
fork out on hangerage, insurance and 
fuel and when you get to where you're 
going then you pay landing fees, over-
night charges, possibly hotel bills and 
of course food. 
 
 BUT, and this is the big but, when I 
think back over the last two years that 
Lucy and I had together she soldiered 
on and did everything I asked and took 
me and the people flying with me, 
safely to places that I would never nor-
mally have seen and bought us back 
again. 
 
 We had some great times and at the 
end, through no fault of hers, she 
looked after us in our worst hour. So, is 
it worth it? YOU BETCHA. Keep the 
hanger space free, I'll be back! 
 

I would rather die in my 
sleep like my Grandfather 
instead of screaming in 

terror like his passengers. 
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SKYWRITINGS  
November 2005 

Newsletter of the Mid Kent Strut of the 

Mike's Mutterings Mike Negus -     
Editor 

Projects Update 
What’s happening to builders projects 

As it is effectively the close 
season, several of our mem-
bers have offered their 
musings on progress with 
projects so I hand over in 
no particular order to 
Messrs Brian Hope, Gary 
Smith, Ian McLeod and Gra-
ham Hammond.  
 

Sonerai by Brian Hope 
 
Members may recall that I 
purchased a Monnett Son-
erai 11 earlier this year and 
intend converting it from 
nose wheel to tail wheel, 
and questionable two 
seater to a single seater. 
Well, after a slow start, I 
have of late been making 
good progress. To be fair, 
this has a lot to do with  

Sonerai 

 
Frank Rothera helping out and he and John Dean con-
stantly chiding me for not getting on with it. 
 
Cleaning all the paint from the steel tube fuselage 
was an awful and tedious job, but eventually it was 
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done and an epoxy primer and gloss 
top coat applied. This epoxy paint 
sticks like the proverbial to a blan-
ket, and is not effected by the glues 
and dopes used on the fabric cover-
ing. By the time the fuselage paint-
ing was finished the colder weather 
was settling in, so the fabric work 
will have to wait until the spring-
time. 
 
Meanwhile I have been cleaning, 
painting, making and fettling various 
parts for the fuselage. As I intend 
using Leburg electronic ignition 
there is no need for a large inset box 
on the firewall to clear a magneto,  

Working on the Glass Cowlings 

 
so I have made a new firewall from 
26 gauge zinc plated steel sheet. 
Frank has concentrated on an instru-
ment pod, which contains 2” altime-
ter and airspeed, plus an Engine 
Information System and some idiot 
lights, and a lower switch panel 
which will carry all the breakers and 
switches. Twin electronic ignition 

with two batteries, and a comprehensive 
EIS with 2 x EGT, 2 x CHT, Oil temp and 
pressure, RPM, OAT, manifold pressure, 
carb temperature, volts, time since start, 
and total engine time, demands a level of 
wiring expertise and ability to fabricate 
that I cannot muster, so I am very grateful 
to Frank for his assistance.  
 
Thanks also to Gary Smith, who had turned 
up various odds and ends for me, and also 
made a lovely job of flaring the ends of my 
ally fuel pipes the other day. 
 
What was originally the instrument panel 
will now only carry the fuel level sight 
tube, and a slip ball. 
I am in the throes of building up the 
2180cc VW engine kit I bought from Great 
Plains Aircraft. Initially I was going to use 
the standard crankcase mounted oil 
cooler, but information from various VW 
aero conversion sites on the internet sug-
gests that isn’t really sufficient. I am now 
going to full flow the case and run a re-
mote oil cooler sited below the engine. 
Full flowing involves drilling and tapping 
into the main oil gallery at the front of the 
case; I now have the tools and am plucking 
up the courage to attack my expensive 
crankcase. 
 
Chris Lodge is currently making me a prop, 
so I hope to have a completed engine sit-
ting on the firewall before Christmas.  
 
Bob Hallam, a friend of mine from oop 
nooorth, let me have a mould for the top 
and bottom cowlings. The top will need 
modification, but as I write I have just 
returned from the strip where I pulled my 
fibreglass bottom cowling from the mould. 
I am very pleased with how it has turned 
out. I am also making a new pair of wing-
tips from moulds Bob had. Which brings us 
to the wings. 
 

Nov Meeting at the Golf 
Club — 24th November 
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 The Sea Vixen by Tony Butler                                               
16th November 2005 
 
The Wright Flyer Replica by Duncan 
Simpson   
14th December 2005  
 
Airships Today by Arnold Naylor                                           
18th January 2006 
 
The Eurofighter Typhoon Enters Squad-
ron Service  
15th February 2006 
 
All Engines Out by Captain Eric Moody                                  
15th March 2006 
 
Scottish Aviation and the Twin Pioneer 
by Dougal McIntyre   
19th April 2006   
 
AGM plus talk on The Battle of Britain by 
Dick Collinson       
17th May 2006  
 
 Some interesting stuff there and good 
value if you are not a member ( better if 
you are of course ) 

Le Touquet 
 
Le Touquet’s Control Zone has been 
reclassified fron Category E airspace 
to Class D. Also many other changes 
in French  Airspace.  
 
From the Archive 
Do things change? The following was 
taken from the Aug/Sept 1993 Sky-
writings 
 
Is it worth it? A question that has 
been buzzing around in my head for 
several months. Since the demise of 
Papa Oscar I have had time to reflect 
on the cost, both financial and psy-
chological on the trials and tribula-
tions of owning an aeroplane. 
 
 The problem is that despite what you 

If you must choose be-
tween two evils, pick the 
one you haven't tried  

before 
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Bonfire Night at Farthing Corner 
 
 A goodly number of members and their 
families turned out for a splendid evening 
of fireworks and food on the Saturday 29th 
October and thanks go to Simon Pratt 
who basically organized and ran the show 
including a rather jolly nice bonfire made 
from old kitchens and storage pallets 
 

 recovered on his travels. Pity I got to it 
too late the one that went up in smoke 
was in better nick than mine at home. 
Thanks to all who supplied fireworks and 
food which ensured there was plenty on 
offer. The most enjoyable part was the 
weather which behaved impeccably with 
a starry, starry night until we were prac-
tically done and a hard rain began to fall. 
 
 Collection for Dave Machin 
 
 Thanks to the generosity of the members 
when a collection was taken at the last 
meeting for Dave we as a Strut will be 
sending a cheque to The Friends of the 
Wisdom Hospice at Rochester on your 
behalf . You all gave generously and for 
this we thank you and are are sure the 
gesture will be appreciated. 
 

 Raffle 
 
 A raffle was held for the first time on 
a regular meeting night and the win-
ner of a bottle of scotch was Simon 
Pratt which apart from swelling the 
Strut coffers will no doubt be con-
sumed as comfort as these dark Winter 
nights befall us. Enjoy! 
 
Novembers Meeting  
 

Dick Richardson from Popham, long 
overdue it being two years this month 
since his inaugural talk on the 
Strathallen Collection and we now 
have the sequel to look forward to. 
 
 And of Course …….ITS 
CHRISTMAS !!!!!!  
 
 Or it will be soon so get your menu 
returned to Jaqui as soon as you can 
so numbers can be formalized .  
 
Royal Aeronautical Society  
 
 A talk on the Dam Busters given by 
Robert Owen opened this seasons se-
ries, well attended as you would ex-
pect given the subject matter and the 
remainder are set out below: 
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I don’t expect to have to do too much 
to the wings. I am fitting the wing fold 
mechanism, which will entail adding a 
bracket between the first two ribs,  

Test Fitting the Panel 

 
and thus I’ll probably have to remove 
the first rib to do it. I also have to 
replace the existing tips, which the 
original builder fabricated as extended 
tips, with the new ones I am making. 
Most of the rest of the work will be 
tidying up the surfaces and repainting. 
When will it be finished? I’m not com-
mitting to a date, but I will be disap-
pointed if it doesn’t fly during 2006. 
More later. 
 

RV9 by Gary Smith 
 
My RV9 project has been progressing, 
not as quickly as I would like but the 
secret is to do a little bit every day. 
The lower tail cone and the fuselage 
floor were built and connected to-
gether back in April. Shortly after-
wards the fuselage side skins were 
attached and the firewall was inserted 
so instead of having lots of bits in the 
workshop I had a fuselage, something 
to sit in (carefully) and make noises. 
To the untrained eye it would appear 

that little else has happened since but 
the build manual suggests that numerous 
sub structures be assembled and then 
removed to make other assembly easier. 
So as of November the interior is painted,  

RV9 

flap mechanism is made, seat backs 
made, rudder peddles made, dashboard 
sub structure made and installed, roll bar 
made and installed, canopy latches made 
and I am just starting work on the canopy 
frame. The prop (variable pitch) should  

Fuselage—looking Good! 

 
arrive this week and the engine (TMX-
320) should be shipped from Mattituck in 
January. Progress to date is averaging 1.6 
hours per day (I was aiming for 1.8 
hours/day) and I am still hoping to be 
flying by late 2006. 
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 Further Progress Report (Another RV) 
 
 Nick Hampton and his flying partner 
started building an RV8 in Bearstead 
several years. Their build quality is 
really good but since it has taken a 
long time to finish the tail surfaces and 
the wings they decided to go for the 
quick build fuselage. Basically Vans 
ship your fuselage kit to the Phillipines 
where it is assembled for $1 per hour 
and 6 months later you get a 60% com-
pleted fuselage delivered to your door. 
The quality is really very good and if 
you do not have the time or the space 
this is “quick build” option can really 
be a life saver. I told them they are 
cheats and they should have bough the 
flat pack kit and worked like a demon 
(like Mr Smith) but they did not seem 
to mind (such is aviation humour). 
 
 Karl and Peter are still endurance 
testing their RV6 (based at Farthing 
corner), I am sure they will be more 
interested in building once this one is 
worn out. 
 
 Following a landing incident at Clip-
gate Farm, Bob Nuns RV6 is presently 
undergoing repairs. A combination of a 
blustery day, soft grass and a desire to 
be stopped before the end of the strip 
resulted in a nose wheel “dig in / col-
lapse” and  all that goes with it 
(luckily it did not go over on its back). 
 
 I am happy to say that the number of 
Strut RV’s is beginning to rival the 
number of Strut Jodels. Auminium cor-
rosion I can cope with but you need 
ANRS head sets cancel out the sound of 
the wood worm chomping through your 
Jodel spars.  

 

Pietenpol by Ian McCloud 
 
Progress on the project had reached a 
critical stage when Dave Machin's illness 
took its toll of his mobility so I was de-
prived of the inspiration that he always 
provided and at a time when I'd reached 
(passed) the limits of my competence. 
Luckily, an advert appeared in PF from a 
qualified person ready to assist with 
projects, so I'm now benefiting from 

Pietenpol 

 
practical and other sorts of help from 
Dave Charlesworth. 
 
The wings and empennage have been 
completed for some time bar painting. 
Fitting out the metal fuselage has taken 
longer than planned, partly due to the 
use of a Subaru 1800 cc engine with Aus-
tralian reduction gear. I also had to 
modify the elevator bellcrank system as 
I was dissatisfied with the commercial 
product. PFA Engineering's requirements 
included testing the set-up with 200 lb 
force applied to both control columns 
simultaneously with the bellcrank fixed 
in its central position. The story of how 
that was achieved is an article in itself. 
  
Chris Lodge came up trumps with a fine 
propeller so that was a great step for-
ward. The fuel tank was going to be a 
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composite item, based on Dave Ma-
chin's help, but in the end Dave's de-
sign has been completed in aluminium 
and will be ready to install mid-
November. Work is now going ahead 
with cowlings and exhaust system. 
Still to decide are the ignition system  

 
Instrument Panel 

 
and the radiator size and configura-
tion. With any luck it will all be on its 
wheels by mid-November. 
  
I hope the panel meets with approval. 
The only fun item is a clock from a Mig 
fighter which is probably dangerously 
luminous. When asking D&D for a fix I 
shall suggest they use a Geiger 
counter instead of radar. Completion 
date? What a silly question. 
 
Changes to the Newsletter 
 
 One of the reasons for the raffle was 
to assist in the costs of producing the 
Newsletter. Since we went in to the 
present format it actually cost more to 
run it than we receive a situation that 
we cannot entertain for too long. 
Since Graham Smith gave up his print-
ing business we have turned to a pro-
fessional printer albeit at no signifi-

cant additional expense however it was 
decided by the committee that an alter-
native solution should be sought. We have 
therefore purchased a colour printer on 
which the newsletter will now be pro-
duced which will significantly reduce our 
costs whilst maintaining the colour for-
mat. What will change however will be 
the presentation which will go to A5 
much the same as in days of yore if any of 
the longstanding membership still re-
member. The bald facts are that if it (the 
printer) lasts for six months we will have 
more than recovered the outlay and the 
expectation that it will be good for a lot 
longer than that. 
 
There is a downside to all this of course 
and that is the workload will go up for 
some of the committee as the time to 
print, collate and pack for posting will be 
longer and require more commitment but 
we all hope the end result will be appre-
ciated. 
 
Jumping With Clem 
 
 Best laid plans and all that ….. 
Jane could not come to the meeting held 
in October from the Headcorn Parachute 
Club but what a revelation in Clem who 
deputized with a fascinating talk on the 
history of parachuting from its origins up 
to the teqniques of the modern sport. He 
demonstrated his Irish roots in that typi-
cal manner of having the craq and putting 
over the sport in such an entertaining 
way as befits the style of his countrymen. 
I was surprised at the number of Strut 
members who had actually parachuted 
before. I think the telling thing was the 
number of questions and answers that 
were asked all the way through, I can’t 
recall there being such a level of interest 
before. A series of entertaining visual 
presentations rounded off a perfectly 
enjoyable talk. 
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to mind (such is aviation humour). 
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Dave Charlesworth. 
 
The wings and empennage have been 
completed for some time bar painting. 
Fitting out the metal fuselage has taken 
longer than planned, partly due to the 
use of a Subaru 1800 cc engine with Aus-
tralian reduction gear. I also had to 
modify the elevator bellcrank system as 
I was dissatisfied with the commercial 
product. PFA Engineering's requirements 
included testing the set-up with 200 lb 
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composite item, based on Dave Ma-
chin's help, but in the end Dave's de-
sign has been completed in aluminium 
and will be ready to install mid-
November. Work is now going ahead 
with cowlings and exhaust system. 
Still to decide are the ignition system  

 
Instrument Panel 

 
and the radiator size and configura-
tion. With any luck it will all be on its 
wheels by mid-November. 
  
I hope the panel meets with approval. 
The only fun item is a clock from a Mig 
fighter which is probably dangerously 
luminous. When asking D&D for a fix I 
shall suggest they use a Geiger 
counter instead of radar. Completion 
date? What a silly question. 
 
Changes to the Newsletter 
 
 One of the reasons for the raffle was 
to assist in the costs of producing the 
Newsletter. Since we went in to the 
present format it actually cost more to 
run it than we receive a situation that 
we cannot entertain for too long. 
Since Graham Smith gave up his print-
ing business we have turned to a pro-
fessional printer albeit at no signifi-

cant additional expense however it was 
decided by the committee that an alter-
native solution should be sought. We have 
therefore purchased a colour printer on 
which the newsletter will now be pro-
duced which will significantly reduce our 
costs whilst maintaining the colour for-
mat. What will change however will be 
the presentation which will go to A5 
much the same as in days of yore if any of 
the longstanding membership still re-
member. The bald facts are that if it (the 
printer) lasts for six months we will have 
more than recovered the outlay and the 
expectation that it will be good for a lot 
longer than that. 
 
There is a downside to all this of course 
and that is the workload will go up for 
some of the committee as the time to 
print, collate and pack for posting will be 
longer and require more commitment but 
we all hope the end result will be appre-
ciated. 
 
Jumping With Clem 
 
 Best laid plans and all that ….. 
Jane could not come to the meeting held 
in October from the Headcorn Parachute 
Club but what a revelation in Clem who 
deputized with a fascinating talk on the 
history of parachuting from its origins up 
to the teqniques of the modern sport. He 
demonstrated his Irish roots in that typi-
cal manner of having the craq and putting 
over the sport in such an entertaining 
way as befits the style of his countrymen. 
I was surprised at the number of Strut 
members who had actually parachuted 
before. I think the telling thing was the 
number of questions and answers that 
were asked all the way through, I can’t 
recall there being such a level of interest 
before. A series of entertaining visual 
presentations rounded off a perfectly 
enjoyable talk. 
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Bonfire Night at Farthing Corner 
 
 A goodly number of members and their 
families turned out for a splendid evening 
of fireworks and food on the Saturday 29th 
October and thanks go to Simon Pratt 
who basically organized and ran the show 
including a rather jolly nice bonfire made 
from old kitchens and storage pallets 
 

 recovered on his travels. Pity I got to it 
too late the one that went up in smoke 
was in better nick than mine at home. 
Thanks to all who supplied fireworks and 
food which ensured there was plenty on 
offer. The most enjoyable part was the 
weather which behaved impeccably with 
a starry, starry night until we were prac-
tically done and a hard rain began to fall. 
 
 Collection for Dave Machin 
 
 Thanks to the generosity of the members 
when a collection was taken at the last 
meeting for Dave we as a Strut will be 
sending a cheque to The Friends of the 
Wisdom Hospice at Rochester on your 
behalf . You all gave generously and for 
this we thank you and are are sure the 
gesture will be appreciated. 
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 A raffle was held for the first time on 
a regular meeting night and the win-
ner of a bottle of scotch was Simon 
Pratt which apart from swelling the 
Strut coffers will no doubt be con-
sumed as comfort as these dark Winter 
nights befall us. Enjoy! 
 
Novembers Meeting  
 

Dick Richardson from Popham, long 
overdue it being two years this month 
since his inaugural talk on the 
Strathallen Collection and we now 
have the sequel to look forward to. 
 
 And of Course …….ITS 
CHRISTMAS !!!!!!  
 
 Or it will be soon so get your menu 
returned to Jaqui as soon as you can 
so numbers can be formalized .  
 
Royal Aeronautical Society  
 
 A talk on the Dam Busters given by 
Robert Owen opened this seasons se-
ries, well attended as you would ex-
pect given the subject matter and the 
remainder are set out below: 
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I don’t expect to have to do too much 
to the wings. I am fitting the wing fold 
mechanism, which will entail adding a 
bracket between the first two ribs,  

Test Fitting the Panel 

 
and thus I’ll probably have to remove 
the first rib to do it. I also have to 
replace the existing tips, which the 
original builder fabricated as extended 
tips, with the new ones I am making. 
Most of the rest of the work will be 
tidying up the surfaces and repainting. 
When will it be finished? I’m not com-
mitting to a date, but I will be disap-
pointed if it doesn’t fly during 2006. 
More later. 
 

RV9 by Gary Smith 
 
My RV9 project has been progressing, 
not as quickly as I would like but the 
secret is to do a little bit every day. 
The lower tail cone and the fuselage 
floor were built and connected to-
gether back in April. Shortly after-
wards the fuselage side skins were 
attached and the firewall was inserted 
so instead of having lots of bits in the 
workshop I had a fuselage, something 
to sit in (carefully) and make noises. 
To the untrained eye it would appear 

that little else has happened since but 
the build manual suggests that numerous 
sub structures be assembled and then 
removed to make other assembly easier. 
So as of November the interior is painted,  

RV9 

flap mechanism is made, seat backs 
made, rudder peddles made, dashboard 
sub structure made and installed, roll bar 
made and installed, canopy latches made 
and I am just starting work on the canopy 
frame. The prop (variable pitch) should  

Fuselage—looking Good! 

 
arrive this week and the engine (TMX-
320) should be shipped from Mattituck in 
January. Progress to date is averaging 1.6 
hours per day (I was aiming for 1.8 
hours/day) and I am still hoping to be 
flying by late 2006. 
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done and an epoxy primer and gloss 
top coat applied. This epoxy paint 
sticks like the proverbial to a blan-
ket, and is not effected by the glues 
and dopes used on the fabric cover-
ing. By the time the fuselage paint-
ing was finished the colder weather 
was settling in, so the fabric work 
will have to wait until the spring-
time. 
 
Meanwhile I have been cleaning, 
painting, making and fettling various 
parts for the fuselage. As I intend 
using Leburg electronic ignition 
there is no need for a large inset box 
on the firewall to clear a magneto,  

Working on the Glass Cowlings 

 
so I have made a new firewall from 
26 gauge zinc plated steel sheet. 
Frank has concentrated on an instru-
ment pod, which contains 2” altime-
ter and airspeed, plus an Engine 
Information System and some idiot 
lights, and a lower switch panel 
which will carry all the breakers and 
switches. Twin electronic ignition 

with two batteries, and a comprehensive 
EIS with 2 x EGT, 2 x CHT, Oil temp and 
pressure, RPM, OAT, manifold pressure, 
carb temperature, volts, time since start, 
and total engine time, demands a level of 
wiring expertise and ability to fabricate 
that I cannot muster, so I am very grateful 
to Frank for his assistance.  
 
Thanks also to Gary Smith, who had turned 
up various odds and ends for me, and also 
made a lovely job of flaring the ends of my 
ally fuel pipes the other day. 
 
What was originally the instrument panel 
will now only carry the fuel level sight 
tube, and a slip ball. 
I am in the throes of building up the 
2180cc VW engine kit I bought from Great 
Plains Aircraft. Initially I was going to use 
the standard crankcase mounted oil 
cooler, but information from various VW 
aero conversion sites on the internet sug-
gests that isn’t really sufficient. I am now 
going to full flow the case and run a re-
mote oil cooler sited below the engine. 
Full flowing involves drilling and tapping 
into the main oil gallery at the front of the 
case; I now have the tools and am plucking 
up the courage to attack my expensive 
crankcase. 
 
Chris Lodge is currently making me a prop, 
so I hope to have a completed engine sit-
ting on the firewall before Christmas.  
 
Bob Hallam, a friend of mine from oop 
nooorth, let me have a mould for the top 
and bottom cowlings. The top will need 
modification, but as I write I have just 
returned from the strip where I pulled my 
fibreglass bottom cowling from the mould. 
I am very pleased with how it has turned 
out. I am also making a new pair of wing-
tips from moulds Bob had. Which brings us 
to the wings. 
 

Nov Meeting at the Golf 
Club — 24th November 
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 The Sea Vixen by Tony Butler                                               
16th November 2005 
 
The Wright Flyer Replica by Duncan 
Simpson   
14th December 2005  
 
Airships Today by Arnold Naylor                                           
18th January 2006 
 
The Eurofighter Typhoon Enters Squad-
ron Service  
15th February 2006 
 
All Engines Out by Captain Eric Moody                                  
15th March 2006 
 
Scottish Aviation and the Twin Pioneer 
by Dougal McIntyre   
19th April 2006   
 
AGM plus talk on The Battle of Britain by 
Dick Collinson       
17th May 2006  
 
 Some interesting stuff there and good 
value if you are not a member ( better if 
you are of course ) 

Le Touquet 
 
Le Touquet’s Control Zone has been 
reclassified fron Category E airspace 
to Class D. Also many other changes 
in French  Airspace.  
 
From the Archive 
Do things change? The following was 
taken from the Aug/Sept 1993 Sky-
writings 
 
Is it worth it? A question that has 
been buzzing around in my head for 
several months. Since the demise of 
Papa Oscar I have had time to reflect 
on the cost, both financial and psy-
chological on the trials and tribula-
tions of owning an aeroplane. 
 
 The problem is that despite what you 

If you must choose be-
tween two evils, pick the 
one you haven't tried  

before 
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Committee Contacts 
Co-ordinator: Jaqui Clark 
 

New Orchard Farm, 
Sittingbourne, ME9 0QL 
Tel & Fax: 01795 – 830378 
E-mail: jaquiC@pfa.org.uk 
 
Treasurer: 
 
John  Dean   01892  822776 
john_dean@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Membership Secretary: 
 
Graham Hammond 01622 891466 
g@twelveacrefarm.freeserve.co.uk 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
 
Mike Negus   01634  364396 
57 Ploughmans Way 
Rainham, Kent, ME8 8LH 
mike.negus8.blueyonder.co.uk 
 
Committee Members: 
Mark Balding 01959 523825 
Brian Hope 01795 662508 
Mike Tooze 01634 865516 
Derek Browning 01622 736626 
Bob Chequer 01634 668276 
Stephen Solley 01304 374337 
Norman Willoughby 01634 314739 

Dates for your Diary 
 
November 24  Dick Richardson 
December 17  Christmas Dinner 
January 26     AGM with Extras 
February 23    Builders Evening 
March 30         Exotic Trips 

think and however good the aeroplane 
is it is still a bit like painting the Forth 
Bridge; it never stops! Iq my case in 
the attempt to bring the Luscombe up 
to scratch it has cost me almost every 
penny I had in the bank, new tyres, 
cables, partial engine overhaul, the list 
goes on and on, but of course it doesn't 
stop there. 
 
 Then you have to fly it, so you have to 
fork out on hangerage, insurance and 
fuel and when you get to where you're 
going then you pay landing fees, over-
night charges, possibly hotel bills and 
of course food. 
 
 BUT, and this is the big but, when I 
think back over the last two years that 
Lucy and I had together she soldiered 
on and did everything I asked and took 
me and the people flying with me, 
safely to places that I would never nor-
mally have seen and bought us back 
again. 
 
 We had some great times and at the 
end, through no fault of hers, she 
looked after us in our worst hour. So, is 
it worth it? YOU BETCHA. Keep the 
hanger space free, I'll be back! 
 

I would rather die in my 
sleep like my Grandfather 
instead of screaming in 

terror like his passengers. 
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SKYWRITINGS  
November 2005 

Newsletter of the Mid Kent Strut of the 

Mike's Mutterings Mike Negus -     
Editor 

Projects Update 
What’s happening to builders projects 

As it is effectively the close 
season, several of our mem-
bers have offered their 
musings on progress with 
projects so I hand over in 
no particular order to 
Messrs Brian Hope, Gary 
Smith, Ian McLeod and Gra-
ham Hammond.  
 

Sonerai by Brian Hope 
 
Members may recall that I 
purchased a Monnett Son-
erai 11 earlier this year and 
intend converting it from 
nose wheel to tail wheel, 
and questionable two 
seater to a single seater. 
Well, after a slow start, I 
have of late been making 
good progress. To be fair, 
this has a lot to do with  

Sonerai 

 
Frank Rothera helping out and he and John Dean con-
stantly chiding me for not getting on with it. 
 
Cleaning all the paint from the steel tube fuselage 
was an awful and tedious job, but eventually it was 
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